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'TsH^TENEO STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY « SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. , n n0 event , howe ver, may a reply be timely nied 

ear y ned P patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

m Responsive to communication(s) filed on 0 7/11/200 1 . 
~Z . t . ., c1KI ai 2b)S This action is non-final. 

2a)D This action is FINAL. w formal matters prosecution as to the merits is 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K| Claim(s) i§5 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

SM C.aim(s) m are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

Q^n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 ^ 

1 1 ) □ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approveo ,u 

,f approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Exam.ner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 119(a yfd) or (f). 

13 ) D Ac k now.edgmentismadeofac l aimforforeign P r,ontyunder35U.S.C.§119^( 

a)D All b)Q Some* c)D None of: V 
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3 D Copies of the certified copies of the P^^™jft|ff ^ 
3 U 'application from the «^°^ received. 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the cert, fied coff ^ 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

2. This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . 

3. In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in response to this 
action, to elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-50, drawn to a semiconductor device. 

Group II, claim(s) 51-85 drawn to a method of manufacturing a semiconductor 

device. 

4. The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive 
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or 
corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

5. Independent claim 1 is known in the art as evidence the U.S. Patent 4,746,392 
granted to Hoppe (e.g. fig. 6). Therefore, Group I and II do not share any special 
technical feature. 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a petition under 37 CFR 1 .48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1 .17(i). 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leonardo Andujar whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0080. 
5/20/02 




